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Chaplain: One gentleman had a lot to say, and | tried to tie his words as much as possible to
the Bible Lesson Sermon. He brought up the intense desire for revenge for the killing of his ex-
wife, not to Kill, but to bust kneecaps or something to continually remind the perpetrator. Others
in the group mentioned the urge for revenge only hurts the hater. | explained in Buddhism it is
said, “Revenge is like a hot rock being held; it only hurts the one holding onto it.” | read, “Decide
to forgive,” by an unknown author. After telling about my relationship with someone who wanted
revenge, | spoke about the Gadarene who was mentally ill, being so confused he felt evil spirits
dwelling in him were fine, and he dwelt in the tombs, more indications of evil spirits being present.
The gentlemen knew the story, and knew the swine were also full of evil spirits or unclean,
according to Jewish beliefs. | said Jesus saw the perfect man, who appeared to him where
sinning mortal man appears to others, and that view healed the lunatic. And Jesus never ever
failed to heal a case. The healing was complete—the man was sitting clothed and in his right
mind. And we can claim that peace of the healing Christ for our relationships, | said. | read
through 20 Scriptures that define their worth: “You are loved. You are chosen. You are cared
for. You are precious. You are protected. You are important. You are forgiven. You were created
for a purpose,” etc., announcing which books of the Bible these were from. Then | went into the
purpose of each one of them in jail: how no one knows how God’s hand is at work through them,
helping others, praying, and blessing others.

Chaplain: One gentleman had been distraught since January when his wife passed on. We
talked about how she was safe, happy, loved, cared for, watched over, and beloved by God. |
asked him what qualities he loved most about her. After he listed many wonderful qualities, we
talked about them being qualities of God, and how he could keep a sense of her with him by
recognizing and appreciating those qualities as they are expressed by others around him. He
seemed comforted by that thought.

Chaplain: 1 had a 1 on 1 with a man who recounted a situation that happened just this morning,
and he felt he had to come to see me & tell me about it. He felt led to stay in his bunk, when he’s
usually out and about. The TV was on, and he recognized an individual from his past being
interviewed on a national TV morning show. At this same time, he heard God speaking to him
and saying, “Are you listening?” He’s heard this voice in his head before, which has led him to
take the steps to complete various modules for betterment of his redemption and also the
education requirements suggested for a parole hearing in the next few years. He hadn’t shared
the voice message with me, until | told him God is talking with us all the time, and are we
listening? It was at this point that his eyes widened and he told me about hearing this same
message. He was beside himself with this revelation, that he actually witnessed these angel
thoughts speaking and his willingness to hear, listen, and follow and do. His gratitude was
exuberant!



Chaplain: This was a month where all the individuals | see were actively reading the Bible to
different degrees and finding peace and hope in the stories they read. One spoke about his
realization that he could heal grief about his mother passing on when he was younger. He
appreciated that he could pray for her now, that it wasn’t too late. He was inspired by the stories
of Jesus raising those that were thought to be dead. In particular, the story in Mark 5 of Jairus’
daughter. Also, the story of Peter raising or awakening Dorcas found in the book of Acts. Another
individual was inspired by the parable of the tares and the wheat. He had not heard it before and
likened it to his situation. He had spent a good portion of his life making bad choices. Those
choices were the “tares.” When he got to jail and learned about God, something changed in him.
He was drawn to learn more about God and feels like he is a better person as a result. He said
what he’s learning is the good stuff — the “wheat.” The desire to do good is very important to him
now.

Corresponding Chaplain: One incarcerated man wrote to me that he was on suicide watch
where he was placed in solitary confinement without a bed or mattress, no toilet paper, no soap,
completely naked except for a vest, a bright light shining all night, with freezing cold
temperatures. He felt so alone, desperate, helpless, hopeless, lost and forgotten, unable to
sleep. One night he prayed with all his heart and mind; he thought of the Bible verse in Matthew
where it says, “When | was in prison you visited me, hungry and you fed me, naked and you
clothed me...”, and he continued to pray all night, feeling vulnerable, helpless, and humble. He
wrote, “God’s strength was made perfect in my weakness.” Through prayer he found this to be
the shortest night ever. In the morning, he was given a soft mattress, his clothes were returned,
he had toilet paper and soap, and a tray of food. He was deeply grateful to God who carried him
in his weakness. He wrote that in these lowest times of humility and suffering, his dependency
on God revealed the simplicity of life and the illuminated grace of God.

Chaplain: Continuing to support one lady by seeing her the way God made her — peaceful
(not angry), and of “a sound mind” (not distracted, nor on a hamster wheel of reciting problems).
And there have been lovely moments of light and joy. She is a good artist and loves to show me
her drawings of family members and all sorts of animals—she even did a drawing for me of my
labrador retriever and wrote a lovely message to me on it of appreciation of our time together.
She often has a question about something she’s read in the Bible and | come to the next visit
with quotes or articles that help give her a new insights. She shares the articles and periodicals
she receives with others and has said, “The best people are here.” Grateful for these instances
of light and progress.

Chaplain:. Most of the four induction yard services were almost full at the 25 maximum
allowable numbers. Each session was inspiring, with almost all the women fully engaged in the
reading of the Bible Lesson along with wonderful spiritually searching questions. Numerous
women who also attend other faith services came up afterwards in private and said that the
lesson was moving and that some of the quotes from Science and Health inspired them
greatly. The Christ is touching, correcting, and lifting many hearts that have never known of
Christian Science. There is much to be grateful for in this work.



Chaplain: An incarcerated man who has been studying Christian Science for a number of
years receives the Bible Lessons, Christian Science Sentinel, and The Christian Science
Monitor. Additionally, he sends money to a Christian Science friend who ships copies of Science
and Health to him for giving out to interested men in his prison. He is respected on the yard for
his 180-degree turn from being a former Aryan Brotherhood gang leader to being a spiritually-
minded giver. At the last session, a hard-edged man came to check out the Bible Lesson
study. He asked where he could get a Science and Health, and this spiritually-minded giver said,
“I got ’em and you need one. Meet me on the yard and it's yours.” This is one of those moments
where you see the Christ influence at work in consciousness. Nothing can stop the Science of
Christ and its power to reach and heal.

Chaplain: | have found that taking the time to engender relationships among the correctional
staff, other chaplains, program providers, and chapel clerks enhances trust and therein
cooperation and accommodations for various needs and requests. What | mean is showing a
genuine interest in others. For example, | sat down with the Protestant Chaplain and inquired
about the recent loss of his wife. The listening and sharing with him went on for a half hour and
concluded with a prayer. At the Bravo compound, | sat down with the Rabbi/Chaplain and asked
him about his recent visit to Jerusalem. With the Correctional Floor Officer at Bravo compound
Building 3, | sat with him in his cubicle office for some time as he inquired about Christian Science
and the chaplain ministry in general, and as a devoted Christian himself, we concluded with a
prayer. All this relationship bonding within the correctional community finds its return, especially
this reporting period, as we are preparing to host a Christian Science Lecture at HDSP on
October 10th. This preparation requires cooperation with several different correctional entities,
from the Warden and the Community Relations Manager, all the way down to the chapel clerks
who will distribute and collect the lecture sign-up list and flyers to each building site, and help
prepare the chapel room itself for the Lecture. My rapport with most all these respective entities
is on a first name basis. — This reporting period | made three visits, made several individual cell
visits, and led two services. CS Bible lessons were read out loud and individual insights and
applications shared in depth. One individual participant who had requested CS prayer treatment
for what he expressed privately as the personal torment of deep shame, is showing visible signs
of rising to the opportunity with the assurance of God’s unconditional love.

Chaplain: A man I've visited for quite some time informed me that he has stopped taking all
medication as he no longer needs it (anxiety, depression, etc.). He attributes this freedom to his
study of the Bible. One week we talked about the purpose of prayer. It shouldn’t be to ask God
to provide things because God already gave us all (“All that | have is thine” (Luke 15:31), but
rather is an opportunity to be grateful for this infinite provision. And the way/method in which we
pray is not limited to bended knee or lying on a bunk with hands folded and eyes closed, but can
be done all the time.

Chaplain: One man had heard of Christian Science and was very versed in the
Bible. However, he shared with me that he felt alone as all his relatives had passed, that he saw
no reason to live, and that he was extremely fearful of the new influx of young gang members
transferred into this prison. He also shared that he felt that he had a disease that was worsening



and had signed a prison document giving doctors the permission to not keep him alive. He said
that while under their care, they had kept him alive, but he actually did not want to live any
longer. | talked to him about God'’s solid purpose for him, that he was indispensable as God’s
beloved image and likeness. As we worked through the Bible Lesson, his thought steadied and
became calm and less afraid. He requested prayerful treatment, so we have teamed up together
to see healing, inevitable under divine law and its action. | am grateful for this opportunity to bear
witness to Love’s full embrace of this gentleman, His very loved one.

Chaplain: An incarcerated man who loves Christian Science told me of two healings that he
had witnessed. One was an individual in the facility with nerve damage and a blister on his
thumb. He was complaining that he was getting no help through the medical care offered so this
new Christian Scientist offered to pray for him and told me how he knew he shouldn’t ask God
for help but rather just listen to God. He said the man had a healing right away and he was very
surprised; they both were surprised. The following week, the same man told me about another
man in the facility who was cranky all the time. He is a big man and bullies the others. The
Christian Scientist found out that he was having a stomachache every day, so he invited him to
come into his sleep area and lay down on his cot and relax. Again, he prayed. He didn’t ask God
to take care of this man, he was just knowing that God loves the man, and he said so out loud.
He was mentioning other things that came to him to say that he couldn’t remember when he was
sharing this with me, but after about 10 minutes, the man no longer had a stomachache and
hasn’t had one since.

Chaplain: | met with an incarcerated woman who wanted a Science and Health. She is
separated from her children and struggling with this. | was moved to compare this challenge first
with the image of Goliath. David claimed his dominion, saying, “| come in the name of the Lord,”
and that’s what we can do, and turn from a fearful set of circumstances to the dominion that God
gives us. We also worked with comparing our troubles with the temptation that Jesus faced in
Mark 1: 13. The temptation is to focus on the problem, and not on God. Like Jesus, we can face
down the distress by saying, “Get thee behind me Satan!” It proved to be a good ongoing
discussion throughout the month. An incarcerated man | visit is very grateful to have Christian
Science instruction. He reads everything and has lots to share about it. During my visit when we
were trying to talk on the phone on either side of the glass, and the phones weren’t working, this
guy said, “Let’s pray for the phones.” He put his head down and prayed for some time and then
when we tried the phones again, they worked! He'’s a fun person to visit.

Chaplain: One individual I've visited for over three years reported this healing: He was working
out in his cell and sprained his ankle. He said it hurt like heck, but he immediately began to
repeat, “God is here, God is here, God is here and is all.” Very quickly the pain stopped but there
was swelling. A medic came to look at it and offered him a pill which he said “didn’t do anything.”
At this point his prayers became more intentional: “| am a spiritual idea, | reflect God. God doesn’t
have an injured foot so neither can |.” He continued to pray this way. Little by little the swelling
went down. He was offered an X-ray but declined because healing was clearly happening. A
couple days after that, he was completely fine. He absolutely attributes this healing to going right
to God and not being impressed by the physical picture. “If God didn’t make it, | can’t have it,”
he told me. Three people | minister to in the jail are the result of knowing the man above who
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had the healing of the sprained ankle. They’ve all been inspired by his good attitude and the fact
that he goes around to each cell during his 1-1/2 hours out each day to see if anyone needs
anything. He is often asked for inspiration and readily shares an inspiring story from the Bible or
something from Science and Health. Recently he was helping someone (not one of the people |
see) and told me what he shared. He said, “Hold up your hand. The palm of your hand is God,
representing the source of everything good. God is your guide and guard. Each finger coming
out from your hand represents something you value—figure out what those five things are.
Examples are family, freedom, justice, love, good food.” (Gotta love that last one!) He went on,
“Your hand is always with you. It will remind you to use that hand (yourself) for good, not evil.
Because it's good, you can never do anything bad with it. And it will remind you that God is
always with you, guiding you to do good.” | loved hearing this. Good is always “at hand!”

Chaplain: A man | meet with weekly has been sharing what he learns from his study of
Christian Science with others in his dorm. He noticed that after they read his CS Sentinels, they
turn to their Bibles for further study. After a fellow incarcerated man had surgery, he asked me
for a Spanish translation of Science and Health that he could give to him since the surgery wasn’t
successful. One dorm has an active self-guided Bible study. The atmosphere in the dorm is
peaceful, which the man | meet with attributes to the prayers of the other men. As men are
transferred into the dorm, they notice the members of the Bible study group are happy and ask
if they can join. Another man I've been visiting has essentially no background with the Bible. As
he was preparing to take a math test, we discussed how to pray about this upcoming event. |
shared with him how | prayed before taking the admission test to business school (see “No more
test anxiety,” CS Sentinel, January 23, 2024). He told me about a fellow incarcerated man who
got 100% on a test. The other men asked how the man was able to get a perfect score on the
test, to which the man replied, “I prayed before answering each question.” With this example
from another and our discussions about the source of intelligence (God), the man was thrilled to
report he passed the test.

Chaplain: One woman who had been at my Christian Science service told me the next day,
‘I came to your service with an extremely painful dislocation in my arm, and | woke up this
morning healed!” She demonstrated by swinging her arm around freely. | also had a woman
thank me for our service recently, saying the truths we shared caused her to cry several times,
they were so meaningful. There is no joy like this in the world!



